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Faith in Formation 
by Sondra Higgins 
Matthaei 

The ministry of congregations is to make disciples of Jesus Christ. Behind that 

simple and seemingly self-evident statement lies a problematic reality, however. 

While congregations know that disciple making is at the heart of their identity, 

they often have trouble understanding how to go about it. Apart from such 

traditional Christian education ministries as Sunday school, too little formal 

thinking or planning goes into the task of forming Christians in the faith. 

In this book Sondra Matthaei casts a vision in which congregations open up 

their life of faith to others as an invitation to connect the universal longing for 

authentic relationships and deeper meaning with the church’s practice of faithful 

discipleship. As folks enter the church’s communion of grace, Matthaei challenges 

church leaders to utilize the gifts of every member and lays out a plan to help 

congregations grow in faith and communion with God and creation, including the 

context and goal of such ministry, deciding what to teach and who shall teach, 

and attendant relationships, structures, and practices.

Equipping the Saints: 
Mobilizing Laity for 
Ministry by Michael  
J. Christensen

Experts on congregational life tell us that ministry in the next century will depend 

more on called, trained, and committed lay leadership than it has since the days 

of the early church. But how will congregations recruit these lay leaders? How will 

they develop new models for training and equipping them for all the ministries of 

the church? What will the role of clergy be in adopting this new partnership that 

Leonard Sweet calls “ancient-future ministry”? Equipping the Saints seeks to help 

congregational leaders answer these and other questions related to mobilizing lay 

ministry in the years ahead.

Key Features: • Responds to emerging trends that promise to be determinative 

of the shape of ministry in the next century • Addresses an important practical 

need in congregations • Offers help in formulating new models for congregational 

ministry

Key Benefits: • Readers will understand the important emerging need for called, 

trained, and committed laypersons to engage in ministry • Readers will learn how 

to recruit and train lay leaders • Readers will identify a new model of clergy/lay 

ministry partnership.
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Crafting a Rule of 
Life by Stephen 
Macchia

Your personal rule of life is a holistic description of the Spirit-empowered rhythms 

and relationships that create, redeem, sustain and transform the life God invites 

you to humbly fulfill for Christ's glory. All of us have an unwritten personal rule 

of life. We wake at certain times, get ready for our days in particular ways, use 

our free time for assorted purposes and practice rhythms of work, hobbies, and 

worship. There is already a rule in place that you are following. Isn’t it time to 

give up your unwritten rule and prayerfully write one that more closely matches 

the heartbeat of God? In this practical workbook Stephen A. Macchia looks to 

St. Benedict as a guide for discovering your own rule of life in community. It is a 

process that takes time and concerted effort; you must listen to God and discern 

what he wants you to be and do for his glory. But through the basic disciplines of 

Scripture, prayer and reflection in a small group context you will be lead forward 

in a journey toward Christlikeness. The invitation is transformational, so brace 

yourself for sweet release. By letting go and trusting God, you will receive the gift 

of life in its fullest and richest form.

The Spirit of the 
Disciplines by Dallas 
Willard 

Dallas Willard, one of today's most brilliant Christian thinkers and author of  

The Divine Conspiracy (Christianity Today's 1999 Book of the Year), presents 

a way of living that enables ordinary men and women to enjoy the fruit of the 

Christian life. He reveals how the key to self-transformation resides in the practice 

of the spiritual disciplines, and how their practice affirms human life to the 

fullest. The Spirit of the Disciplines is for everyone who strives to be a disciple  

of Jesus in thought and action as well as intention.
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Three Simple 
Rules: A Wesleyan 
Way of Living by 
Rueben P. Job 

In Three Simple Rules, Rueben Job offers an interpretation of John Wesley's 

General Rules for today's readers. This simple but challenging look at three 

commands, "do no harm, do good, stay in love with God," calls us to mutual 

respect, unity, and a deeper relationship with God. This insightful work is designed 

for individual reading or group study. 
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