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MINISTRIES THAT CONTRIBUTE TO SUCCESSFUL REENTRY 

1. EDUCATION/EMPLOYMENT 

This ministry area deals with the role of work in the person's life such as: employment 
history, if any; positive and negative aspects of work history (such as job performance, 
absenteeism, unstable work record, having been fired, inability to earn sufficient salary to 
live on, having difficulty with co-workers and/or superiors), educational deficiencies 
(including intelligence, learning disabilities), and vocational skills. 

Ministry assists in accessing academic or vocational education programs, completion of an 
apprenticeship, career training in a field suitable for post-release employment, and other 
programs designed to assist people in looking for, applying for, and retaining a job. 

2. SUBSTANCE ABUSE RECOVERY 

These ministry focus on a person’s past and current issues, if any, with alcohol abuse, drug 
abuse, and prior treatment programs.  

Ministry assists/provides actual treatment services designed to educate person’s about 
alcohol and other drug abuse; to help abusers abstain from the abuse of these substances; 
and to provide persons with tools to recognize and stop the relapse into substance abusing 
behavior. 

3. MARITAL/FAMILY SUPPORT 

Ministry in this area addresses a person’s family relationships, including relationships with 
parents and siblings, absence of parents, history of family abuse and/or criminality, marital 
history, dependents, parenting skills, and involvement in child abuse. 

Ministry should focus on building support from the person’s family members, teaching 
parenting skills, and reinforcing responsibility for dependent children. 

4. POSITIVE PEER/SOCIAL INTERACTION 

This ministry addresses the characteristics and qualities of the person's interactions with 
others, particularly peer group(s).  

Through positive peer relationships and pro-social programs, returning citizens develop an 
understanding of the consequences of anti-social associates and their influence on behavior; 
an understanding of their role in the social interaction process -- whether the person is a 
predator or is too easily influences by others; and participate in an appropriate pro-social 
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support network. Embracing our returning neighbors in our church communities and groups 
is the most significant ministry we can provide. 

5. COMMUNITY FUNCTIONING 

This ministry addresses the person's capability for functioning adequately in the community. 
It covers a wide range of community living skills including: establishing a stable, well-
maintained place of residence; proper health, hygiene, and nutrition; financial management 
skills; appropriate leisure time activities; and awareness of available social assistance 
programs. 

These ministry focus on knowledge and skill acquisition in the specific areas of deficiency; 
helping person gain access to necessary community resources; and walking with the person 
as they access these resources. General "life skills" classes and food, housing, 
transportation, health, and clothing assistance ministries are included in this area. 

6. PERSONAL/EMOTIONAL ORIENTATION 

This covers a multi-faceted and wide range of personal and emotional need factors that have 
been shown to be predictive of unhealthy behavior. These ministries help returning 
neighbors address the following:  

 Cognitive deficiencies, which include problem-solving, inter-personal relationship 
skills, inability to understand the feelings of others, and narrow, rigid thinking. 

 Behavioral challenges, including behaviors likely to result in negative consequences, 
such as impulsivity, risk-taking, aggression, anger, frustration tolerance and 
gambling. 

 Personal Characteristics, which may increase the likelihood that the person will be 
involved in unhealthy behavior (e.g., personality dispositions, behavioral preferences 
[including inappropriate sexual attitudes or preference], and mental status 
characteristics). 

These ministries include diagnosing and treatment by mental health professionals. Others 
focus on addressing cognitive and behavioral needs in the areas of problem-solving, coping 
with stress, management of anger, cognitive restructuring, and impulsive decision-makings 
or risk-taking behavior. 

7. ATTITUDE 

This ministry area includes the characteristics and extent of the person’s pro-social and anti-
social attitudes. Ministry efforts focus on developing and fostering healthy thinking, 
emphasis on victim awareness and empathy, and the development of pro-social values. 
Positive attitudes about the future, self, and others are cultivated through this ministry.  
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