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Rev. Brian Arnold is a native of Iowa and moved to Ohio when he was ordained 

and received a first full time appointment with the West Ohio Conference. That first 

appointment was in the northwest—Henry and Defiance Counties—where he served for 

eleven years with a two church parish known as The FLO-IN Charge United Methodist 

Churches. The second appointment took Pastor Brian and his family to a parish in the 

Hocking Hills region where he served for twelve years. During that time, Pastor Brian 

was challenged to grow from administrating a single church parish to administrating 

a four church parish. Six worship services each weekend were conducted by a team of 

preachers lead by Pastor Brian who together spoke to gatherings from 12 to 120 or a 

total of 250 people on an average weekend. One of Brian’s hobbies has been the study of 

Wesleyan theology. In recent years, he spent three summers participating in a continuing 

education program through the Summer Theology School at Oxford University in Oxford, 

England. This afforded him the experience of briefly living and studying, as did the Wesley 

brothers, at Christ Church College.

Dr. Mitch Arnold “I am a sinner saved by grace. Everything else is of little consequence 

by comparison,” shared Dr. Mitch Arnold.  As a consequence of God's grace he has served 

churches in the West Ohio Conference since 1982. His hunger to know about how God 

works in history led him to earn a Ph.D. in Reformation Studies from Ohio University. 

Mitch considers it a privilege to share what he has learned in many of the Universities 

in Western Ohio, including helping D.Min. candidates at United Theological School and 

teaching Wesleyan Theology at the Methodist Seminary in Phnom Penn, Cambodia, as 

well as speaking at Methodist churches in Germany and Switzerland. Mitch currently 

serve a 2-point charge near Greenville, Ohio.
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Rev. Karen Brantley believes that God is continually shaping us and that each phase 

of life serves as a stepping stone in the journey of living out our call.  Karen’s journey 

includes extensive experience in the creation and adaptation of programming in behavior 

management through her 12 years serving as a Recreation Therapist at Riverside 

Methodist Hospital’s Inpatient Behavioral Health. Her passion for creating pathways 

of discipleship led her to serve as the Director of Christian Education and Minister of 

Children at Stonybrook UMC in Gahanna from 2001-2008 and from 2012-the present at 

Trinity UMC in Columbus. Karen’s heart for children and youth empowered her to reach 

beyond the four walls of the local church to serve with Hispanic communities from 2007-

2011. Karen served as a bridge between the communities and the local church to launch 

new ministries with our Hispanic neighbors throughout the West Ohio Conference. 

Karen served as the Conference Director of Hispanic Ministries from 2011-2015 and 

continues to be an advocate for ministries with all people, providing workshops relating 

to this work as well as serve as a WOC Safe Sanctuary Trainer.

Rev. Dwight Bowers grew up on an Allen County, Ohio, farm; graduated from 

Spencerville High School in 1964; and is a graduate of Bowling Green State University and 

the United Theological Seminary, Dayton, Ohio. He has 45 years of pastoral experience 

in a variety of settings: the Van Buren UMC; Christ UMC, Kettering, as an Associate 

Pastor; Hyde Park Bethlehem UMC, Cincinnati; and, then, for 14 years as Senior Pastor 

at the Bryan Wesley UMC.  Before attending seminary, Dwight taught high school Social 

Science and coached wrestling, at Wauseon High School, while serving the church as a 

lay pastor.  While attending seminary, Dwight was a member of the psychiatric care team 

at St. Rita’s Medical Center in Lima, Ohio. He also served the Northwest Plains District as 

the Assistant to the District Superintendent.

Dwight has also been trained in the consulting and leadership practices of Natural 

Church Development; Spiritual Leadership, Inc; and church consultant Paul Borden.  

He is a trainer and coach for Tentmakers’ Nehemiah Leadership Institute, helped develop 

Tentmakers’ Young Leader’s Institute, and created Tentmakers’ coaching program. He is 

one of West Ohio’s Certified Coaches, and has frequently been asked to mentor or coach 

other pastors by the Bishop, District Superintendents or District Committees on Ministry. 
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Dr. Rev. Brenda Buckwell is a nationally known retreat leader, teacher, and faculty 

member for the Rueben Job Institute for Spiritual Formation through Garrett Evangelical 

Theological Seminary. With over 25 years of congregational pastoral leadership, (West Ohio 

United Methodist Church) Brenda has extensive experience in practical application of 

spiritual direction and conflict resolution. As consultant for individuals, local congregation, 

district and conference, Brenda weaves together spiritual direction (Mercy Center) and 

mediation training (Capital University Law School), encouraging congregations to healthy 

communication and vision for vital renewing ministry. Brenda is the Co-founder of The 

Fellowship of United Methodist Spiritual Directors and Retreat Leaders kindling Hearts on 

Fire. After serving as chair of Hearts on Fire for over 10 years, Brenda is now the Director of 

Learning and Formation for this national ministry which was birthed as an affiliate 

organization of the General Board of Discipleship of The United Methodist Church. (The 

Upper Room) Currently, Brenda serves as pastor for Westgate UMC (West Ohio); serving 

both the traditional congregation and a Celebrate Recovery ministry. Through "Celebrate!" 

she utilizes skills in conflict resolution, coaching and spiritual direction caring for those 

struggling with generational poverty, addiction and homelessness.

Marie Flora is Director of Connections at Stillwater United Methodist Church. Marie 

leads staff and servants who carry out Stillwater's mission on a daily basis. She partners 

closely with the Lead Pastor on major ministry initiatives, especially those that help new 

guests become fully acclimated into Stillwater's ministries 
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Rev. Wade Giffin has served as the Director of the Office of Ministry for the West Ohio 

Conference since July of 2009.  He is a member of the cabinet and executive team 

of the Annual Conference of West Ohio and has served on the Conference Board of 

Ordained Ministry. Giffin’s passions in ministry include leadership development and 

training, worship, preaching and teaching.  Wade previously served at Scioto Ridge 

United Methodist Church in Hilliard as senior pastor for seven years, as well as Hyde Park 

Community United Methodist Church in Cincinnati and Glenwood United Methodist 

Church in Columbus. He is an ordained elder since 1993 after becoming a deacon in 1991 

and earning his master of divinity from United Theological Seminary  

in Dayton.

Being a husband to his wife Debra, and a dad to his sons, Alex and Chris, are among his 

most cherished titles. Wade’s most favorite activity these days is doing the “family thing,” 

and the Giffins enjoy spending time out-of-doors in a variety of venues and activities.

Rev. Sue Nilson Kibbey is the Director of Connectional and Missional Church Initiatives 

for the West Ohio Conference, where she creates strategies and intervention/coaching 

for congregations and clergy towards contagious vitality.  For ten years Sue served as 

executive pastor at Ginghamsburg Church in Tipp City, Ohio, where she teamed with 

senior pastor Mike Slaughter and coordinated senior management staff activities, led 

human resources for more than 100 employees, and served as the team leader of all 

adult, student, and children’s ministries. She has been named one of the top ten church 

administrators in America (www.thechurchreport.com). An ordained elder in The United 

Methodist Church, Kibbey is also the author of Ultimately Responsible: When You're in Charge 

of Igniting a Ministry, Transformation Journal: A Daily Walk Through the Word, Starting a Single 

Adult Ministry. 
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Rev. Becky Piatt is an Elder in the United Methodist Church and has served in ministry 

for 23 years, 10 in youth ministry prior to moving into appointed ministry. Becky is a 

graduate of the Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, California and also completed 

United Methodist Studies at the Methodist Theological School in Ohio.  Becky currently 

serves as the Senior Pastor at Bexley United Methodist Church. Previously, she served for 

8 years as the pastor at Church of the Saviour United Methodist Church in Westerville, 

Ohio. Becky serves on various committees and boards on the Capital Area North 

District including the Leadership Team and Community Ministries. In addition, she 

serves as a mentor for individuals moving into the candidacy for ordination in the West 

Ohio Conference. Recently she has been working with churches and other non-profit 

organizations using the Gallup StrengthsFinder Assessment.

Rev. Jon Powers  has been serving as the University Chaplain at Ohio Wesleyan 

University since 1988. He is an Elder of the West Michigan Conference. Rev. Power’s 

educational background includes a B.A. in ethnology/anthropology, James Madison 

College, Michigan State University, Th.M. in Hebrew Studies, Boston University 

School of Theology, Ph.D. studies in higher education administration, University of 

Michigan, D. Min. studies in campus ministry, Wesley School of Theology and Interfaith 

studies in Christian/Muslim sacred texts, Georgetown University. He is married to 

Susan Speer-Powers and has two daughters, Meaghan and Katie.

Rev. Jon Power’s Interfaith Citations:

2014 —Interfaith Youth Core, national award for best interfaith campus ministry program

2014—The President’s National Honor Roll with Distinction for Interfaith Community

            Service in Higher Education, White House Conference, Washington, D.C.

2008 to present—member, Interfaith Association of Central Ohio

1988 to present—member, Muslim Student Association of America

1988 to present—member, national B’nai B’rith Hillel 
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Mary Shumard is a West Ohio Conference Certified Lay Minister (CLM) of The  

United Methodist Church and currently serves at Hartzell United Methodist Church  

in Blue Ash, Ohio.

Mary retired from the Mental Health profession where she worked for over 20 years as 

a clinical counselor and chemical dependency counselor.  She also worked in Forensic 

Psychology and served as a mediator for the State of Ohio. 

Mary has two manuscripts credited to her name: Get a GRIP on Life, and Parenting Can 

Be a Blessing. Mary has taught these workshops and given seminars both in the USA 

and Canada. She is in the process of completing a written manuscript on local church 

leadership entitled How to Make Local Church Leadership Ap-peel-ing. 

Mary has served the United Methodist Church in various leadership positions since 1975.  

Her calling to full time ministry led her to the Certified Lay Ministry Academy where she 

discerned her mission to work in the area of developing and training local church leaders 

and in ministering to those who are in ministry.

Rev. Randy Stearns  was appointed by Bishop Gregory V. Palmer to lead Faith 

Community United Methodist Church in 2013. 
 

Prior to coming to Faith Community, Randy was appointed to serve as the Assistant to 

the Bishop of the West Ohio Conference, was a District Superintendent for eight years 

and served Brice United Methodist Church near Columbus, for eighteen years. 
 

As an Elder in the United Methodist Church, Pastor Randy holds a Doctor of Ministry 

from United Theological Seminary and a Master of Divinity from Asbury  

Theological Seminary. 
 

He is married to Melanie, and they have three grown children—Will, Melissa and Lyndsey.
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RaNae Street serves as the Director of Discipleship Resources at the West Ohio 

Conference of The United Methodist Church. She provides leadership, resources and 

trainings for effective discipleship of all ages to accomplish the transformation of the 

world. RaNae has served in full-time vocational ministry for more than eighteen years in 

local church settings, and has also served as a national trainer, consultant and published 

curriculum writer. RaNae’s areas of expertise include helping churches of all sizes create 

and establish an intentional strategy for discipleship across all ages; training church 

leaders how to recruit, train and deploy the congregation for service; sharing practical 

techniques for implementation of the Five Fruitful Practices; providing Safe Sanctuaries 

training; and engaging youth and young adults in exploration of their call.

Dr. Rev. Tim Burden is the Senior Pastor at Trinity Family Life Center (UM) in 

Pickerington, Ohio. He is a Faculty Mentor at United Theological Seminary in Dayton, 

Ohio. As a former missionary, he is a Pastor with a Mission Hearts.  His vision is to renew 

the local church and denomination through mission trips that change people's lives.

 


