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DID YOU KNOW…?      
 

Did you know that the Council on Development has a 

Donor Advised Fund program?  
 
What is a “Donor Advised Fund”?  According to Wikipedia it is 
defined as “A donor-advised fund is a charitable giving vehicle 
administered by a public charity and created for the purpose of 
managing charitable donations on behalf of an organization, family, 
or individual. A donor-advised fund offers the opportunity to create 
an easy-to-establish, low cost, flexible vehicle for charitable giving 
as an alternative to direct giving or creating a private foundation. 
Donors enjoy administrative convenience, cost savings, and tax 
advantages by conducting their grant making through the fund.”  
 
Translating the above, an individual, extended family or group of 
individuals can set up a donor advised fund that is administered by 
the Council on Development and distributed to charities at the 
discretion of the donor(s).  The contributions to the fund are tax 
deductible the year in which they are given but can be distributed in 
the coming year.  Some individuals want the flexibility to give now 
but discern the specific charity and amounts next year.   
 
Why share this charitable giving vehicle now at the end of 2012?  
Every day on the news uncertainty continues with  
regards to conversations in Washington, DC regarding expenses and 
revenue for the federal budget.   

 Will tax rates increase on income, capital gains, dividends 
and more?   

 Will the same deductions for charitable giving still be 
available at the same rates for middle and upper income 
families?   

 

 
 
 
 
 
Please be assured this is not a political statement or a “chicken little-
the Sky is falling” fear tactic.  Our motivation for giving is hopefully 
driven by our appreciation for God’s many gifts and faithful response 
to use those many gifts to grow the Kingdom and benefit others.  
Regardless of the tax code, it is anticipated a majority would continue 
to give at the same levels.  Therefore, prayerfully discern if this is a 
tool that would benefit you! 
 
The Council on Development has an agreement that can be easily 
emailed to you by contacting the office.  Additional funds can be 
added at any time.  Funds are invested with earnings added to the 
principal.  The gift is irrevocable.  Written request for any distribution 
more than $100 is required.  The Council on Development strongly 
encourages the Donor Advised Fund distributions be for the purposes 
of supporting United Methodist churches, institutions and agencies. 
 
Let us know how we can be of assistance! 
 

COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENT 
 
George Cooper, Executive Director   gcooper@wocumc.org   (800) 437-0028 x212 
Darlene Krick, Administrative Asst. dkrick@wocumc.org  (800) 437-0028 x224 
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