
human 

being? 



1. Overview of Human Trafficking 
2. Trafficking Process 
3. Strategic Intervention 



 Human beings—mostly women and children are 
forced, tricked, or threatened into situations where 
they work for little or no pay and often are unable to 
leave. Their labor and their bodies are exploited for 
another’s profit. They are subjected to horrible 
physical, psychological, and spiritual abuse that 
leaves them scarred for life—if they survive the 
ordeal. 
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 The Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) 
defines “severe forms of trafficking” as: 

1. Sex trafficking in which a commercial sex act is induced by 
force, fraud, or coercion; 

2. Sex trafficking in which the person induced to perform such an 
act has not attained 18 years of age; 

3. The recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or 
obtaining of a person for labor or services, through the use of 
force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of subjection to 
involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery. 

 

 A victim need not be physically transported from one location 
to another in order for the crime to fall within these definitions. 
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 These terms include any situation where an individual 
is forced to do something against their will, or where 
they are tricked into doing something by someone 
who is lying to them or suppressing the truth.  
 

 Force = Using violence to control someone 
 Coercion = Using threats to control someone 
 Fraud = Using lies to control someone 

 
 It is important to also point out that many times more 

than one of these ways are used to traffic an 
individual. 
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 Over Twenty-seven million slaves exist in the 

world today  
 800,000 to 900,000 human beings are bought, sold, or 

forced across the world’s borders each year  
 Two hundred thousand people are currently enslaved 

in the US  
 Up to 17,500 new foreign victims are trafficked across 

US borders each year  
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 Convictions in over 160 countries 
 All 50 US states 
 The UN estimates that the slave trade 

generates over $32 billion in revenue 

each year 
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 100,000 CHILDREN in US are exploited for 
commercial sex (prostitution) 

 300,000 CHILDREN in US are vulnerable to 
sexual exploitation 

 The average age of entry into prostitution in 
US is 12-14 YEARS OLD 

 The average life expectancy of a prostitute in 
the US is 7 YEARS 

 Women, girls, and boys can be sex trafficked 
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 Toledo: #4 city in arrests and investigations related to 
child sex trafficking 

 Over 100 cases investigated in Ohio since 2003 

 783 foreign persons trafficked into Ohio’s labor and sex 
trade within past year 

 1,078 American-born Ohio youth trafficked into sex 
trade within past year 

 Nearly 3,000 American-born Ohio youth at risk for sex 
trafficking 
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Number of law 

enforcement 

investigations, arrests or 

convictions of human 

trafficking cases from 

news media, 2003-2012  



 Extensive highway system 
 

 Most truck stops in nation 
 

 5th most strip clubs in nation 
 

 Within day’s drive to 

multiple major metropolitan 

cities 
 

 Large Minority Population 
 

 Sharply rising immigrant   

  population 
 

 Unemployment 
 

 Poverty 
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1. Forced Labor 
2. Sex Trafficking 
3. Bonded Labor 
4. Debt Bondage Among Migrant Laborers 
5. Involuntary Domestic Servitude 
6. Forced Child Labor 
7. Child Soldiers 
8. Child Sex Trafficking 
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 Domestic Servitude/Domestic Worker Cases  
 Nannies  
 Maids/Housekeepers  
 Small Businesses/”Mom and Pop” Operations  
 Landscaping  
 Nail salons  
 Restaurants  
 Industrial cleaning  
 Construction  
 Hospitality  
 Peddling Rings/Sales Crews  
 Magazine sales crews  
 Flowers/Candy sales crews  
 Large-Scale Labor Cases  
 Agricultural  
 Factory settings (i.e. garments; food processing)  
 Other large factory work environments (i.e. industrial welding)  18 



 Residential/Underground 
Brothel Settings  

 Escort Services 
 Pimp-Controlled 

Prostitution  

 

 

 Can take many different 
forms and occur in many 
different locations 

 

 
 

 Apartments 

 Bars 

 Hotels 

 Massage Parlors 

 Parks 

 Residential Homes 

 Street-based 

 Strip Clubs 

 Truck Stops 
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1. Seemingly legitimate work opportunities 
2. Sex workers recruited for higher-paying sex 

work in destination countries 
3. False romantic involvement 
4. Offers of food, housing, clothes, drugs,… in 

exchange for sex 
5. Kidnapping 
6. Purchase of women or girls from impoverished 

family/guardians 
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 Most victims “willingly” go with their 
trafficker 

 Many victims do not think they are a victim 
 Teens are “surviving” not being “victimized” 

 
 Online solicitation is increasing 

 Social media 

 Use of commercial sex websites 

 Backpage.com 
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 Majority of S.T. victims are children 
 Poverty 
 Runaway 
 Homeless 
 Lack of education 
 Drug dependency 
 Unhealthy home environment 
 Does not speak local language 
 Low self esteem/self worth 
 Victim of abuse 
 Racial/Ethnic minority 
 Undocumented alien or migrant 24 



 The Individual(s) in Question…  
 Is not free to leave or come and go as he/she wishes 
 Is under 18 years of age and is providing commercial sex acts  
 Is in the commercial sex industry and has a pimp/manager  
 Is unpaid, paid very little, or paid only through tips  
 Works excessively long and/or unusual hours  
 Is not allowed breaks or suffers under unusual restrictions at work  
 Owes a large and/or increasing debt and is unable to pay it off  
 Was recruited through false promises concerning the nature and 

conditions of his/her work  
 Is living or working in a location with high security measures (e.g. 

opaque or boarded-up windows, bars on windows, barbed wire, 
security cameras, etc.).  
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Polaris Project 



 Exhibits unusually fearful, anxious, depressed, submissive, 
tense, or nervous/paranoid behavior  

 Reacts with unusually fearful or anxious behavior at any 
reference to “law enforcement”  

 Avoids eye contact  
 Exhibits a flat affect  
 Presents with unexplained injuries or signs of 

prolonged/untreated illness or disease  
 Appears malnourished  
 Shows signs of physical and/or sexual abuse, physical 

restraint, confinement, or torture.  
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 Has few or no personal possessions  
 Is not in control of his/her own money, and/or has no 

financial records, or bank account  
 Is not in control of his/her own identification documents (e.g. 

ID, passport, or visa)  
 Is not allowed or able to speak for him/herself (e.g., a third 

party may insist on being present and/or interpreting)  
 Has an attorney that he/she doesn’t seem to know or to have 

agreed to receive representation services from.  
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 Has been “branded” by a trafficker (e.g. a tattoo of the 
trafficker’s name)  

 Claims to be “just visiting” and is unable to clarify where 
he/she is staying or to provide an address  

 Exhibits a lack of knowledge of whereabouts and/or does not 
know what city he/she is in  

 Exhibits a loss of sense of time  
 Has numerous inconsistencies in his/her story.  
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A Simplified Business Model of 
Human Trafficking 
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Supply 
(Slave) 

Customer 
(John,  
Owner) 

Wholesaler 
(Recruiter) 

Retailer 
(Pimp,  
Brothel, 
Agent) 

Distributer 
(Transport, 
Intermediaries) 

Supply Side Demand Side 

AbolitionOhio 



 Human trafficking is the buying and selling of 
human beings 

 Net profit margin 

 Sex Slavery 70% 

 Google 29% 

 Gross proceeds 

 1 Trafficker X 7 victims X $40 X 10 X 365 = $1,022,000 
per year—TAX FREE 

 
 High Reward vs. Very Low Risk 
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Agency/Operation Investigations Arrests Indictments Convictions Victims 

Recovered 

(minors) 

FBI 167 202 121 93 13 

Operation Cross 

Country III 

55 48 

Operation Cross 

Country IV 

69 59 

ICE 566 388 148 165 

Total 733 714 269 258 120 
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Group Number at 

Risk 

Number of 

Those 

Trafficked 

Trafficked for Sex 

or Labor 

Undocumented Immigrant 

Females 

2588 660 78% Sex &/or 22% 

Labor 

Undocumented Immigrant 

Males 

434 81 100% Labor 

Legal Immigrants (Males & 

Females) 

415 42 

American-Born Youth (Males 

& Females, Aged 12-17) 

3016 1078 100% Sex 



 Near endless supply of potential, low-cost 
slaves 

 Oppressed, minority, impoverished, abused, 
abandoned, homeless, naïve, desperate—The 
VULNERABLE! 

 Low transportation costs 

 Collapse of Iron Curtain 

 Globalization 

 High demand for cheap sex and labor 
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 Very High Supply + Cheap Transportation + 
 High Demand = Many Low Cost Slaves 

 
 Many Low Cost Slaves X Many Separate 

Transactions = $$$HIGH PROFITS$$$ 
 

 Disposable People 
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35 Source: Testing a Theory of Modern Slavery Kevin Bales (2004?) 



A Simplified Business Model of 
Human Trafficking 
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Supply 
(Slave) 

Customer 
(John,  
Owner) 

Wholesaler 
(Recruiter) 

Retailer 
(Pimp,  
Brothel, 
Agent) 

Distributer 
(Transport, 
Intermediaries) 

Supply Side Demand Side 

AbolitionOhio 



 Identify access points/weaknesses 
 

1. Reduce supply of vulnerable persons 
2. Decrease wholesaler incentives 
3. Increase costs of transportation 
4. Decrease retail profits 
5. Reduce consumer demand 
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 Prevention 
 Protection 
 Prosecution 
 Partnerships 

 
 Guides response from international to local 

levels 
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• Ohio improved 
from one of the 
“Dirty Dozen” (12 
worst) in 2010 to 
one of the top 
ten in 2012 
(Polaris Project 
ratings) 



 Educate yourself more 
 Spread the word 
 If you see something, report it to 888-3737-888 
 Don’t support commercial sex industry 
 Buy used (second hand, thrift stores,…) 
 Buy Fair Trade! 

 
 
 
 

AbolitionOhio@gmail.com 
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