
 

 

Mission of Miracles to Moore, OK 
Contributed by Mary Fry, Team Leader 
 
Watching the May 2013 tornado that hit Moore, Oklahoma, was a horrifying experience. It was 
immediately clear that this would be our next mission destination. Little did we know how much this 
week would affect our lives. 
 
On November 9, 2013, nine people left Ohio to 
drive to Moore, OK. Some of the team did not 
know each other, but that didn't last long. 
During the 16 hour drive we quickly became a 
family. 
 
During the week we served five families. The 
first was the family of Samuel. His wife had been 
home during the storm while he was at work.  
She arrived home just as the tornado was 
hitting their neighborhood and was able to get 
into a closet. Soon after, a 2x4 flew through 
their front window and straight through the house, right where she had been standing. Miracle #1. 
Samuel left work to go home, but because of the debris and emergency vehicles, the closest he 
could get to home was five miles. He parked his car and started walking home. In Samuel's words, "I 
traveled five miles in three minutes.  Something happened." He smiled. Miracle #2. Our work for 
Samuel was to finish a shed that had been started by another team. 
 
From there we went to work at a home that had been neglected for five months. The roof had been 
replaced and the inside gutted, but the owners were struggling with the insurance company about 
what needed to be done next. Finally, a decision was made that the outside brick facade had to be 

removed. It seemed like a big task, but with help 
from another team, the job went fast and 
everyone seemed to enjoy demolition. As we 
were working, the owners, Linda and Brian, 
drove up and were quickly in tears to see the 
progress finally being made on their home.    
 
Linda told us her story about the day of the 
tornado: she and her young grandson were 
home and were ready to leave when she realized 
the keys were locked inside her car. They went 
back inside and got into the bathtub, putting on 
baseball helmets and covering themselves with a 
futon mattress. Talking on the phone with her 

son all the while, Linda and her grandson rode out the terrifying tornado together. Her house was 
damaged badly, but they were safe. Because of the direction of the tornado and the path of the road 
leading from their home, if they had left when she tried to, they would have driven straight into the 
path of the tornado. Miracle #3. 
 



 

 

Our next task was to haul away some debris from Lena's home. She had no electricity, no heat, and 
she also was battling with the insurance company to repair a home that had lost its roof, windows 
and had severe water damage and mold. We only worked with Lena for about 2 hours, but she 
blessed us all in that short time. She had drinks for us and seemed so grateful to have people around 
who cared and were willing to help. She and her husband were still struggling to get their home 
back, but they were safe and thankful - miracle #4. 
 
Linda and Ron and their two grown handicapped children were the next family that blessed us. They 
had suffered damage from three tornadoes over the years, and had to have a roof replaced and 
other repairs. Because of water damage, we were to paint the entire interior of the house. God 
stretched us with this family, but we saw how much they needed our love and friendship. The mom 
said she wished we all could move to Oklahoma! Miracle #5 was the work God did within us as we 
served this beautiful family and their dog Truman. 
 
Our last task was to build another shed, and it 
happened to be for Samuel's neighbors. A young 
couple with two small children had lots of 
damage to their home, and the shed was the last 
thing that needed done. We didn't get much 
time with the family, but to see them starting 
over after such a scary time was miracle #6. 
 
We finished by noon our last day and took the 
rest of the day to visit the school where seven 
children had lost their lives, as well as the 
Oklahoma National Memorial. The school was 
particularly difficult - reading the stories of the children, written by their family members. But a new 
school was being built, and it will be a safe place for children from now on - miracle #7. 
 
Everyone we met that week had an attitude of thankfulness, even though they had suffered loss. 
They all inspired us. We all felt very blessed to have what we have, but also to be a part of the lives of 
those we met - from the staff at UMCOR that planned our work, to the other teams, to the families 
we served, to the people of Wickline UMC who hosted us, to each person on our own team. God 
formed this team, planned our work, guided our way, and brought us together as a family. God is 
good! 
 
 
Are you interested in disaster relief? Opportunities are available right here in West Ohio! The towns of 
LaRue, Prospect and Greencamp, Ohio, need help recovering from the Christmas floods. Please contact 
Dee Stickley-Miner for more information (dstickley@wocumc.org / 614-844-6200) or to learn about 
other opportunities in Ohio and across the United States. 
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