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May 24, 1738 – A Heart Strangely Warmed 
 
I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for my salvation, and an assurance 
was given me that he had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me 
from the law of sin and death. 
        ~John Wesley 
 
 
Back To The Future!    
 
Today’s Goal: To be convinced that our future will be brightest when we 
reclaim the practices that made us great in the beginning.    
 
 
 
Wesley’s 7 Ways to Share Faith  
 

1. Be Devoted to Prayer 
2. Go Where the People Are 
3. Speak Plain Truth 
4. Use the Music of the Culture 
5. Place Everyone in a Small Group 
6. Give the Ministry to the Laity 
7. Go Global with the Message 

 
 
 

1. Be Devoted to Prayer 
 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer.   Acts 2:42 (NIV) 
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God does nothing but in answer to prayer; and even they who have been 
converted to God without praying for it themselves (which is exceedingly 
rare) were not without the prayers of others. Every new victory which a soul 
gains is the effect of a new prayer.   ~John Wesley 
 
 
What Motivates People to Pray? 
 

1) When someone you love is _________. 
 

2) When you are ________. 
 

3) When you feel ___________ or in ____________. 
 

4) When you need ____________. 
 

5) When you desire a ___________ change in you or someone you 
love.   

 
6) When you want to see _______ ________ in someone's life, in a 

congregation, in a community, in a nation. 
 
By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they had been encircles 
for seven days.      Hebrews 11:30 

 
 

Circle Prayers 
• Ask God to spiritually awaken our church body to any sin that hinders 

our walk with Christ and to tenderize our spirits to our need for God.  
• Humbly ask Jesus Christ to tear down the walls. Tear down any 

destructive spiritual stronghold in our church (a pattern of attitudes, 
beliefs and behaviors) by he shed blood on the cross and replace it 
with a stronghold of grace and personal faith.  

• Lord, send us the people nobody else wants.  
 
In Small Groups  
 Have you seen prayer change things in your life? In your family? In 

your church? If so, how? 
 To get a new result, what new prayer do you need to pray? 
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How Prayer Works 
 
Prayer releases the power of God. Whenever God wants to do a new work, 
God first sets people apart to pray. Prayer is the precursor to change.  
 
When God’s people pray, it produces a ________ __________. 
 

I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you, I will remove 
from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 
       Ezekiel 36:26 (NIV) 

 
We begin to see with new ________. 
 
Releasing More of God’s Power 
 

1) Preach on prayer 
2) Teach People How to Pray 
3) Mobilize People to Pray 
4) Pray! 

 
In Small Groups 
 
 Is there anyone in your life right now you are looking past? 
 Which of the four ways to release more of God’s power do you need 

to incorporate into the life of your church? 
 What obstacles or temptations are interfering with your time alone 

with God? Who can help you work through these obstacles or 
temptations? 

 
 
 
 
 

2. Go Where the People Are 
 

I submitted to be more vile, and proclaimed in the highways the glad 
tidings of salvation, speaking from a little eminence in a ground 
adjoining the city, to about 3,000 people. 

     ~John Wesley, Journal entry, April 2, 1739 
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Making the Shift 
  Institutional   Missional 

  
Customer  ___________ ____________ 

 Employee  ___________ ____________ 
 Leadership  ___________ ____________ 
 
 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal 
life.       John 3:16 (NRSV) 
 
As the Father has sent me, so I send you. 
       John 20:21 (NRSV) 
 
In speaking to his lay preachers, John Wesley said, “You have 
nothing to do but to save souls. Therefore spend and be spent in this 
work. And go always, not only those who want you, but to those who 
want you most.” 

 
The size of the harvest is bigger than you can imagine, but there are 
few workers. Therefore, plead with the Lord of the harvest to send out 
workers for his harvest.   Matthew 9:37-38 (CEB) 

 
In Small Groups 
 
 Where is Jesus leading you to be “more vile,” leave your comfort 

zone, and go where the people are? 
 Who are you daily praying for by name to come to know Christ? 

 
 
 
 
Roger Ross is senior pastor of First United Methodist Church in Springfield, Illinois and 
author of Meet The Goodpeople: Wesley’s 7 Ways to Share Faith (Abingdon Press, 
2015). He is married to Leanne Klein Ross, and they have two children, Zach and Jane. 
He also has a weakness for golf. Contact him at rross@springfieldfirst.org. 
 

Find videos and a free Discussion Guide at 
www.MeetTheGoodpeople.com 
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