
and frustration reading levels. In this 

study, we focus on students’ instructional 

level, which is the most meaningful indica-

tor of their academic reading ability.  

CDF Freedom Schools Surveys.  To demon-

strate positive impacts on children, parents, 

and Servant Leader Interns, surveys were 

conducted. The child survey evaluated stu-

dents’ attitudes towards reading and edu-

cation, and non-cognitive skills. In addi-

tion, the survey measured how students 

internalized the CDF Freedom Schools week-

ly curriculum themes: I can make a differ-

ence in myself, family, community, coun-

try, and world, with hope, education and 

action. The parent survey evaluated posi-

tive changes reported in their children and 

themselves. The Servant Leader Intern sur-

vey evaluated leadership development. 

 

Finding Highlights 

Reading Achievement 

 Most children (85.2%) maintained or 

gained in their instructional reading 

level and did not experience summer 

learning loss.  

2014 National Assessment 

We conducted a pre- and post-test study to 

estimate the impact of the CDF Freedom 

Schools program on students’ reading 

achievement and non-cognitive skill, such 

as attitudes toward school and education, 

positive ethnic identity, and social prob-

lem solving skills. 

 

Participants 

Among 202 CDF Freedom Schools program 

sites nationwide, 60 program sites from 20 

states participated in 

the assessment project. 

Male and female stu-

dents enrolled in 

grades 1 through 12 

participated in the 

study (n = 1,463). Par-

ticipants were mostly African-American 

(65.5%) and Hispanic (15.5%) children 

from low-income households. 

 

Measures 

Basic Reading Inventory (BRI, 11th Ed). 

BRI is an individually administered read-

ing inventory which assess students’ oral 

reading ability across three subtests: the 

Graded Word List, the Graded Reading 

Passages, and the Oral Reading Compre-

hension questions, that follow each pas-

sage. The BRI yields information regarding 

the children’s independent, instructional, 

The Children’s Defense Fund Freedom Schools® program provides six weeks of 

summer enrichment programming that helps children fall in love with reading, increase 

their self-esteem, and generate more positive attitudes toward learning. CDF Freedom 

Schools program served more than 12,000 children at 202 program sites nationwide.  

Findings sup-

ported that: 

 
The CDF Freedom 

Schools program 

averted children’s 

summer learning 

loss in reading 

achievement.  

 

Children’s attitudes 

are more optimistic 

and purposeful 

than before. 

. 

CDF 

Freedom 

Schools 

Children’s Defense Fund Freedom Schools Program® 
2014 National Assessment and Evaluation Results 

African-American 

Hispanic 

White 

Other 



 More than half of the children (58.6%) im-

proved in their instructional reading level.  

 On average, the children’s instructional 

reading level increased by 10 months. 

 

Changes in Child Character 

 After participating in the CDF Freedom 

Schools program, children valued school 

and education, were ready to participate 

in social action, developed positive ethnic 

identity and obtained social problem solv-

ing skills.  

 Children positively responded to the CDF 

Freedom Schools programs curriculum and 

developed more confidence in their abil-

ity to make difference in themselves, fam-

ily, community, country, and in the world.  

Changes in Parent Perception  

 More than 70% of parents perceived that 

their child’s confidence in reading in-

creased and parents’ own parenting skills 

improved.   

 

Changes in Servant Leader Interns 

 SLIs reported that they developed more 

tools for leadership and confidence about 

success in their future.  

 

 

Summary 

The CDF Freedom Schools program strives to 

make the summer months a developmen-

tally productive time of the year for under-

privileged children. National research 

shows that low-income students are at risk 

to lose two to three months of reading abil-

ity during the summer. This loss is cumu-

lative and, as a result, low-income youth 

are less likely to graduate from high school 

or enter college.  In 2014, CDF adminis-

tered a national pre- and post-test assess-

ment using the Basic Reading Inventory. 

The results indicated that most children 

(85.2%) maintained or gained in instruc-

tional reading levels and did not experi-

ence summer learning loss.  

 

These findings support that participation 

in the CDF Freedom Schools programs avert 

summer learning loss in reading achieve-

ment. They also suggest that the CDF Free-

dom Schools program enhances children’s 

positive attitudes toward reading and non-

cognitive character skills. Parent and Serv-

ant Leader Intern survey results also sup-

ported the children’s positive changes. 

 

If you have questions about the impact of 

the CDF Freedom Schools program, please 

contact the CDF at : 

Children’s Defense Fund 

25 E Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20001 

 Tel: 202-628-8787 
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We are on the web!! 

www.freedomschools.org 

Note. ** improvement significant ( p < .01),  *** improvement significant (p < .001) 


