
Learn More about Freedom Schools! September 30, 12:30-2pm at Grace UMC in Dayton 
 

“I like Freedom Schools because I like to make new friends, learn new things, and make 
new discoveries about life.  I can make a difference through cooperation, patience, 
trust, and volunteering for the goodness of all.”  

-Selena Ramirez Rios, All People CDF Freedom Schools, Level III Scholar 
 

Dear Friend,   
 

We at the West Ohio Conference would like to invite you to learn more about a 
world-changing movement taking place right here in our conference. This past 
summer, hundreds of students in West Ohio participated in a Children’s Defense 
Fund (CDF) Freedom School, a six-week program dedicated to increasing literacy in 
students who have fallen behind in their studies. Beyond this, CDF Freedom 
Schools aim to help children fall in love with reading, increase their self-esteem, 
and generate more positive attitudes toward learning. And according to their parents, the program is working… 
 
“Thank you all for EVERYTHING you do to make the program what it is. I have put my daughter in so much, paid more 
than I really could have for different programs and nothing can even come close to the experiences at freedom school. 
She comes home singing the songs [and] writing words. She made a clock today. The kids laughed and talked all the 
way home about ‘the man in silly red pj's that read a book about a women in a shoe.’ She gets out of bed singing 
‘GOOD MORNING.’ What you guys are doing for these kids is amazing and I'm sure I am not the only mom that feels 
this way. Thank You!”  
                                                                                                   -a parent at the Johnstown Freedom School 

 

With 14 of the 27 Ohio CDF Freedom Schools run by United Methodist churches or organizations, the United 
Methodist Church has played a key role in expanding the opportunities for students to participate. Still, there 
are many more who could benefit – and not only as students! Servant Leader Interns (typically college students) 
often learn just as much from their students! 
 
“Becoming a part of the Children’s Defense Fund’s Freedom School has been one of the best and most rewarding 
decisions of my life….The personal growth that I have witnessed in myself, other Servant Leader Interns, and the 
scholars has confirmed my belief in this powerful movement that is engaging our youth. Being a part of an 
organization that passionately serves our community has heightened my awareness of the social, economic, and 
educational issues that our children are facing, and motivates me to work to ensure the academic success of each 
scholar involved with the Freedom School program.” 

-Mia Brown, Site Coordinator, Heart of the City Freedom School 
 

So, come learn more about CDF Freedom Schools and how you can become involved in the movement!  An 
informational event, coordinated by current United Methodist CDF Freedom School leaders, will be held on 
Monday, September 30, from 12:30-2:00pm at Grace United Methodist Church in Dayton.  
 

Together, we can change the world! 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 
 
Dee Stickley-Miner 
Director of Connectional Mission & Justice 
West Ohio Conference, UMC 


