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DID YOU KNOW…?      
 

Did you know that depending on the source one utilizes, 

55-70% of Americans over the age of 18 do not have a will.  Do you 
know the consequences?  Most people think it is only about the 
money and since they don’t “feel” wealthy they don’t think a will 
applies to them.  Why should a person have a will? 

 Guarantees your assets (financial, real estate, collectibles 
etc.) are distributed according to your wishes and not the 
legal system; 

 Diminishes family disagreements on who gets what  by 
leaving clear instructions; 

 Minimizes the legal systems input on custodial instructions if 
you have children; 

 Establishes your choice for the executor of the estate; 

 Includes any arrangements you may have already made for 
the funeral as well as for the services so it reflects your 
wishes. 

 
Be sure to include as part of your estate planning the following: 

 Assign a person with “durable power of attorney” in the 
event there is a period of an incapacitating illness/accident.  
This person is given financial authority with your affairs. 

 Make certain the language is clear in a Living Will and assign 
a person with Health Care Durable Power of Attorney to 
make medical decisions based on your wishes.   

 
Remember life insurance policies, annuities and retirement plans are 
not part of the will.  When established a beneficiary was assigned.  
Therefore, review annually all of these, to make certain they are 
current. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
One reason many do not take time to establish a will is because they 
think it will be too expensive.  Depending on the complexity of your 
assets, an individual can obtain a sample will off the internet, 
complete the information and have it witnessed to be legal.  
Remember, only written instructions are considered legally binding.  
Consult an attorney if you have modest real estate, securities, 
valuables etc. 
 
One of the greatest reasons given for not completing a will is an 
individual’s fear of their own mortality.  As believers, we have the very 
real promise of life after death.  That famous verse from John 3:16 is 
our promise:  “For God so loved the World, that he gave his one and 
only son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.” 
 
As you prepare your estate, please remember the church of your 
choice that has made this message real in your life, so that others will 
also have the opportunity to claim this promise. 
 

Let us know how we can be of assistance! 
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