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“As stunning as the 
flowers of Mondulkiri 

are its people…” 

Dear family and friends,  

 

1

While I was on itineration assignment 
in the USA last year, a number of you 
heard me refer to the province of 
Mondulkiri in Cambodia. Mondulkiri is 
located about 250 miles northeast of 
Phnom Penh—a six-hour drive on very 
good road including breaks for meals 
and rest.  Senmonorum, its capital, is 
about 35 miles from the border of 
Vietnam and Cambodia.  It lies high 
up in the mountain at an altitude of 
800 meters which makes it cooler than 
Phnom Penh.  As stunning as the 
flowers of Mondulkiri are its people—
mainly the Phnong or Bunong people, 
a minority ethnic community that 
makes up about 80% of Mondulkiri’s 
population.  Phnongs have a distinct 
culture and they still speak their own 
language along with Khmer.  They are 
believed to have lived in Mondulkiri 
for at least two thousand years.  Half 
of the population of Phnongs died 
during the first relocation under the 
Khmer Rouge (Pol Pot) Regime in the 
70’s.  Those who survived were not 
able to return to their homeland until 
the decade of the 80’s.   

Last year, the Methodist Church in 
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Cambodia declared Mondulkiri and 
its people as its major priority 
alongside strengthening the churches 
that now exist as well as increasing 
the number of churches in the cities 
and towns.   

By God’s grace and the graciousness 
of many friends and churches in the 
USA and the generosity of Global 
Ministries, the GBGM-UMC Office in 
Cambodia--managed to purchase 
during the last three months four 
parcels of land (a total of 3.16 acres 
or over one hectare) in Senmonorum, 
Mondulkiri.  This will be the site of the 
camp and retreat center for the 
Methodist Church in Cambodia. 
(ADVANCE 00230A Cambodia Mission 
Initiative—Retreat Center).  First United 
Methodist Church New Philadelphia 
as did Global Ministries (in the East 
Ohio Conference) donated 
significantly toward the first facility on 
the site, an apartment building with 
two floors and an apartment on each 
floor.  In the current plan, the first 
pastor to be assigned to Mondulkiri 
will also initially be the manager of the 
retreat center. In February, a team 
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“Another good 
news …” 

3

from First United Methodist Church 
New Philadelphia plus its former 
pastor, who has since become a 
District Superintendent, volunteered to 
carry bricks and cement for the 
construction of the fence and gates 
at the site.  They also participated in 
the ground-breaking for the 
apartment building.  As soon as the 
construction of the fence and gates is 
completed, the construction of the 
apartment building will commence, 
which may happen in a few weeks.   

We are truly grateful to our generous 
friends and to Global Ministries for 
making the purchase of the land for 
the camp and retreat center and the 
construction of the first facility on it 
possible.  The plans and estimated 
cost of the facilities on the camp and 
retreat center in Mondulkiri are 
attached. Please see link below.   

Another good news: the members of 
the First UMC New Philadelphia gave 
a total $14,350 as deposit for the land 
we had been prospecting to buy as 
the location of the first-ever Methodist 
church in Mondulkiri, a 5-7 minute 
drive down the hill from the retreat 
center right within the Senmonorum 
town proper.  (ADVANCE 00230A 
Cambodia Mission Initiative—
Mondulkiri Church).  We have $42,700 
more to raise, and are prayerfully 
hoping that we would be able to 
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complete payments by Annual 
Meeting (Conference) during the first 
week in September this year.  Very 
recently, a Volunteer-in-Mission team 
from Louisiana and Tennessee was 
here to do construction work, teach 
children, fellowship with youth and 
students and dedicate a church 
facility in Raksmey, Kampong Thom 
Province that First UMC Baton Rouge 
and St. Luke-Simpson UMC in 
Louisiana donated.  Upon hearing 
about the deposit for the church land 
in Mondulkiri, a member of the team 
promptly sent $75,000 for the 
construction of the multi-purpose 
church facility on the land, including 
the sanctuary and the parsonage.  
This land is located in a neighborhood 
with around six hundred families and 
at least a thousand children.  This land 
also has many fruit-bearing trees and 
a stream on the backside, and a 
beautiful view of the lake within 
meters of the property.  We expect 
income from the land could help 
sustain the ministries of the church.  
We hear that the young clergy 
couple whom we think would be 
ideal for the new work in Mondulkiri 
has said “yes” to our overture. But 
then, appointments are, of course, 
finally and ultimately the Bishop’s 
domain—not ours.  So, we wait 
prayerfully and with eagerness for the 
reading of appointments in 
September.  
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We have more good news.  It has been nine years since 
GBGM-UMC office in Cambodia received a gift from 
women in Korea, Malaysia and Singapore toward a 
Women’s Center in Cambodia.  It had been a challenge 
to find a strategic site which was also affordable. A few 
weeks ago, we learned that the parcel of land right 
across the road from the retreat center site was for sale.  
The land is thirty meters by one hundred meters and has 
many fruit-bearing trees and also a stream on the 
backside.  On February 23, with the quick donation of 
two other friends in the USA to augment the existing 
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funds, we were able to pay for the land on which the 
Women’s Center will rise.  Already, we hear from Asian 
women leaders about their interest in the development 
of the Women’s Center site.  We extend our deep 
gratitude to the donors that made this recent purchase 
possible.  In the meantime, the women of Cambodia 
have begun raising funds from among themselves for the 
construction of facilities on the Women’s Center. 
(ADVANCE 00230A—Cambodia Mission Initiative—
Women’s Center).  In a recent gathering of Cambodian 
Methodist women, $600 was raised for the Women’s 
Center.   

The Camp and Retreat Center fence and gates under construction 
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Please include in your prayers 
the future of the mission of 
Christ in Mondulkiri, the people 
of the capital town—
Senmonorum—and beyond.  In 
the coming years, with 
Mondulkiri as base, an 
outreach to the province of 
Ratanakiri—farther north—
could be started.  

2

Also, please rejoice with us in 
prayer for the beautiful Wesley 
Dream House—a dormitory for 
forty-eight women and sixteen 
men that we dedicated a 
kilometer from the University of 
Svay Rieng last February 6.  The 
facility is a donation of the 
Dream Church (Holiston UMC)  in 
Pasadena, California; Glenn 
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Memorial Church in Atlanta, 
Georgia; the Louisiana Annual 
Conference;  the General 
Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry; Dong Bin Kim and 
family; and Frank and Dianne 
Kim.  The land for the dormitory 
is a donation of Rev. Sok 
Sovandy and family.   

For more details and photos of the camp and retreat center, please click the link below: 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/1nci2h7y6qly30p/MondulKiri%20Camp%20and%20Retreat%20Center.zip?dl=0 



 

 

And once again, please remember the other programs and ministries under the 
umbrella of the GBGM-UMC in Cambodia that are supported through ADVANCE:   

 

3020788 Cambodia Women’s Livelihood projects—provides gifts of livestock for 
women to create self-sustaining livelihood. 

3020791 Children and Youth Scholarship—awards scholarship to children and 
youth enabling them to improve their quality of life. 

3021536 Christian Education and Curriculum Development—trains church school 
teachers and pastors and develops curriculum for children. 

14916A Community Health and Agriculture Development (CHAD-Cambodia)—
transforms communities by providing training in health, agriculture and micro-
loan initiatives. 

3020542 Healthcare Access and advocacy (CHAD-Cambodia)—works with 
volunteer teams and local churches for equitable healthcare for the highly 
vulnerable. 

14921A Street Children Ministry—creates educational opportunities for street 
children to improve their quality of life. 

30207889 Women’s Empowerment and Leadership Training Project—provides 
leadership training and empowerment for women. 

3021606 Youth Leadership Development—equips and empowers Cambodian 
Methodist Youth to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  

 

00230A Cambodia Mission Initiative—pastors’salary, leadership training, 
discipleship training, outreach ministry, purchase of land, construction of church, 
camp and retreat facilities, purchase of equipment for ministry. 

14917A Cambodia Methodist Bible School Scholarship Fund—provides 
scholarship for aspiring pastors to gain theological training.   

 

Missionaries you can support:  

Clara Biswas #13952Z; 

 Helen L. Camarce #13953Z;  

Marilyn Chan #12904Z;  

Kennedy Cruz #3019583;  

Esther Gitobu #13959Z;  

Sam Om #3021960;  

Romeo L. del Rosario #09555Z.    

How to send your gift: (a) go to 
www.givetomission.org and 
enter the project number; or 
(b) write a check to your local 
church and include Advance 
number and name on the 
memo line; or (c) mail a check 
to: Advance GCFA, PO Box 
9068, GPO, New York, NY 
10087-9068.  Include the 
Advance project number and 
name.   
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Some of you are my reading companions.  I recommend 
the following books which I read in the last few months: The 
Righteous Mind: Why Good People are Divided by Politics 
and Religion by Jonathan David Haidt (pronounced 
“height”—super fascinating particularly in the context of the 
present state of USA politics and politics in many places that 
I know.  I pray this book will make me more honest with 
myself and open and forgiving of those who disagree with 
me! Brainstorm: the Power and Purpose of the Teenage Brain 
by Daniel J. Siegel, MD (a cousin of mine, who is an MD 
himself, highly recommended this book—and rightly so! We 
spoke for about two hours one evening over dinner in 
California about his insights on the book and for what it says 
about the human brain and the behavior of anyone of 
whatever age), and Holy Currencies: Six Blessings for 
Sustainable Missional Ministries by Eric Law.  (I cannot 
possibly overemphasize the value of this book for those of us 
in the ministry and in mission).  I finally finished reading The 
Year of Magical Thinking (winner of the National Book 
Award) by Joan Didion, which I had been reading 
intermittently. It is an intense and personal reflection on 
death and grieving and therefore, on life in a round-about 
and haunting way. It is a superb reading for Easter.          

As I write, the lectionary reading is: “For with you is life’s 
fountain; in your light, we will see light.”  (Psalm 36:6)  So true! 
Praise God!  

May you be filled with God’s light and life.  Have a truly 
joyful Easter.  

Romy 


